
Dear Wildcat Families, 
 
The start of the school year is rapidly approaching and here at Wolverine Community 
Schools, we are working hard to create options for families that attend here. 
 
If you hadn’t heard before, what school will look like in the fall is completely dependent upon the CoronaVirus 
Phase our region is in.  See below for a quick overview of the phases:  
 
Phases 1-3: Covid risk is high-online learning only for all students.  
 
Phase 4: In person learning can happen at school, with required safety precautions in place.  
  
Phase 5: In person learning can happen at school, with relaxed safety precautions.  
 
Phase 6: Post-pandemic!  
 

 
We are currently in Phase 5 in Cheboygan County, however, we know there are some families who will want 
their child to stay home and learn online.  We want you to know that we received feedback from online 
learning last year and are exploring options for Remote Learning that are rigorous and will offer a year’s 
worth of learning for your child.  Additionally, Remote Learning and In-Person learning will use the same 
curriculum.  Here at Wolverine we hope to see as many students back in the classroom as possible in the 
fall.  However, if you feel that Remote Learning is the best choice for you and your family, we 
completely understand and will be able to provide you with the very best learning experience for your 
students at home--regardless of the phase we are in. 
 
Here is a chart that will help you understand what your options are for the fall:  
 

Phase of MI Safe Start Plan School Operations Learning Options for Your Family 

Phase 1-3 In-person school is closed Remote Learning  

Phase 4-5 In-person school can be resumed ● In-Person learning 
● Remote Learning 

 

 
Description of Options  
Remote Learning: Regardless of the phase we are in, Wolverine families can choose to enroll their children 
in an online learning program.  This curriculum is called Accelerate, and is a fully functional learning 
experience for your child--it is also internet-based.  There is a full year of lessons, assignments, and 
assessments available for your child.  
 
In-Person Learning: If we are in Phases 4 or 5, we will hold classes for students five days per week at 
WCS.  See below for the differences and expectations for each kind of learning.  
 



 
 

In-Person Learning  

 
 
 
 

VS 

Remote Learning 

The safety protocols below are from the 
guidelines of Michigan’s Return to School 
Roadmap and must be followed by all public 
schools.  
 
Phase 4: 
- All staff and students will wear masks on the 
bus and in the hallways at school.  
- All students will be as far apart as possible in 
the classroom to reduce transmission.  
- K-5th students can take their mask off in the 
classroom during the day.  
- 6th-12th students must wear masks in the 
classroom during the day.  
- All 1st-5th grade students will eat lunch in 
their classrooms.  
- We are still developing the lunch plan for 
6th-12th grade students, but at the very least, 
they will need to sit by grade in the cafeteria. 
- Students will use the online curriculum that 
remote learners use. 
- Bussing is provided, but our hope is that as 
many parents as possible will transport their 
children by car. 
- Our fantastic custodians will be disinfecting 
high traffic areas every 2-4 hours throughout 
the day. 
- Parents are encouraged to check 
temperatures at home-100.4! 
 
Phase 5:  
- All staff and students will wear masks on the 
bus and in the hallways at school.  
- All students will be as far apart as possible in 
the classroom to reduce transmission.  
- K-5th students can take their mask off in the 
classroom during the day.  
- 6th-12th grade students can take their mask 
off in the classroom during the day. 
- Staff will exchange masks for face shields. 
- Students will use the online curriculum that 
remote learners use. 
- Bussing is provided, but our hope is that as 
many parents as possible will transport their 
children by car. 
 

The guidelines below are the expectations 
for all Remote Learners.  
 
- Students will learn primarily through a 
rigorous online learning platform.  There will 
be a mixture of online work and offline 
assignments for students to complete.  
 
- Students in K-5 will require a significant 
commitment of parents to monitor, guide, 
and communicate with teachers about the 
online work.  
 
- Students in 6-12 will require daily 
commitment of parents to monitor, guide, 
and communicate with teachers about 
online work. 
 
- Chromebooks will be offered to students 
who require one to complete their 
assignments.  
 
- An internet connection (at home or in 
another place) is required; WCS will have 
wireless hotspots available for loan, but 
these are limited.  We understand this may 
be a challenge for some families, but will do 
all we can to provide connectivity for our 
children. 
 
- Families who sign up for Remote Learning 
while we are in Phase 4 or 5 must commit 
for at least the first semester.  
 
- Students will be graded on the work they 
complete the same as in a regular school 
year. 
 
- Teachers will be available to support 
struggling learners, however, given the fact 
that they are also teaching students 
in-person, students and families will need to 
work hard  to be sure their children do not 
fall behind! 
 
- Parents and students will require training 
on how to go about learning online. 



 

Next Steps 
 
After reading this document, you can send all questions to mbaughman@wolverineschools.org  or 
holds@wolverineschools.org .  
 
Next week, we will be mailing an enrollment document to you with instructions on how to choose which 
enrollment you would like for your child.  All families must complete this enrollment form for their child.  The 
school will have computers available and set up in classrooms near the HS office and the Elementary office 
for parents to enroll their children into either In-Person (5 day, face to face) or Remote Learning (online 
learning).  At that time, you will also be asked to identify the following:  
 

- Whether you need a computer and/or internet access (again, we are limited in what we can supply, so 
please do all you can to provide this for your child) 

- Whether or not you can transport your child to school if they are doing In-Person. 
 
We will purchase two reusable masks for all students at school, but we are asking that parents provide a 
reusable mask to their child for coming to and leaving school.  These should be washed daily--hot water and 
soap is good enough!  
 
We will be providing professional development to all staff over the summer on best practices for Remote 
Learning and also plan sessions for parents and students who are choosing Remote Learning to begin the 
year--these training sessions will be mandatory for any family who chooses Remote Learning.  
 
 

FAQ 
1. If I choose Remote Learning for my child, and they have an IEP, will they continue to receive 
services?  
We will have to schedule individual supports online for students with IEPs who are doing remote learning. 
Because online learning requires so much reading, it is not ideal for students with IEPs to choose Remote 
Learning if they can attend in-person. 
 
2. What will happen if I don’t want my child to wear a mask? 
We know how hard it will be, especially for staff and 6th-12th graders to wear their masks throughout the day 
while we are in Phase 4; we will do all we can to provide “mask breaks” and make learning fun & enjoyable 
while students are in school.  However, we are required as a public school to implement certain safety 
protocols at school, and in the event that a student continues to refuse to wear a mask after being given 
breaks, he or she will be placed in Remote Learning and work from home. 
 
3. How similar will Remote Learning be next year, compared to last year? 
Last year’s remote learning was planned and implemented very quickly.  Also, the governor suggested that 
we shouldn’t necessarily cover new material-nor should we grade it.  Next year, our remote learning will be a 
full-fledged online curriculum with lessons, assignments, projects, grades, and attendance.  The in-person 
classes will also be using the online curriculum too, so if we all move to Phase 3, the transition can be 



seamless. This will all depend on you, the parent, to help us by providing support and oversight to your child 
at home.  We will, of course, be in daily and weekly contact with you and your child, but parents are the most 
important equation when it comes to remote learning.  We need to be a team! 
 
4. If I can drive my child to school, should I?  
Any parent who can drive their child to school absolutely should do this--busses are small, enclosed spaces 
where the transmission of COVID-19 can happen much more easily than outside or spread out in a 
classroom.  We ask that parents who do this, try to be as consistent as possible so that we don’t have to 
constantly change our bus routes.  
 
5. What will the school do if there is a COVID-19 case reported? 
We are required by the health department and the Return to School Roadmap to send any staff or student 
home if they are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms (fever, aches, pains, coughing, loss of smell, sore throat, 
nausea, diarrhea, etc) until that individual either gets a negative COVID-19 test result, or 10 days has passed 
since first symptom and hasn’t exhibited symptoms for 24 hours.  We will then notify all individuals who may 
have been in close contact to the infected individual and expect them to quarantine for a 14 day period.  
 
6. I think masks are a political issue; why does my child need to wear one? 
Wolverine Community Schools are required by law to comply with the governor’s Executive Orders and the 
Return to School Roadmap; we have no choice but to implement the safety protocols that have been outlined 
by the state.  That being said, over 160,000 Americans have died due to Covid-19 and we want to do all we 
can to keep our Wolverine Community strong and healthy.  If we save even one life this year due to mask 
wearing and social distancing, it will have been worth it.  
 
 


